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Military Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation  

Photograph: The Military Range - 26th January 2022 
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Military Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation  

Photograph: Signage at main gates - 26th January 2022 
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Military Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation  

Photograph: Footpath at the Military Range - 26th January 2022 
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Military Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation 

 Red dots marking location of footpath not on Severnside Range - 26th January 2022 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation  
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation  

Photograph: Reported criminal damage - 26th January 2022 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation  

Photograph: The northeast section of coastal path - 26th January 2022 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation 

 Site photographs 9 to 16 with additional comments - 26th January 2022 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation 

Letter from Mr P. G. Payne - 26th January 2022 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 2 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 3 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 4 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 5 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 6 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 7 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 8 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 9 



Monmouthshire County Council: 01_’20Mod: Seawall FPs 83 and 84 Caldicot - A to G: Evidential Report Edition 3 – January 2023 

 

 

Appendix 5.26 

Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 10 



Monmouthshire County Council: 01_’20Mod: Seawall FPs 83 and 84 Caldicot - A to G: Evidential Report Edition 3 – January 2023 

 

 

Appendix 5.27 

Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 

Petition page 11 
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Severnside Rifle Range – Reply to Pre-order consultation – 26th January 2022 
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From: Purnell, Gary  
Sent: 05 January 2022 09:52 
To: Mussell, Mandy <MandyMussell@monmouthshire.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: 01_'20Mod - Seawall Caldicot Rogiet Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO) 036 
Good Morning Ms Mussell 
Please find attached (below) response to the above consultation which relates to our flood risk management 
interests and the coastal flood defences at this location. 
Kind Regards 
Gary 
Gary Purnell 
Senior Advisor (Development & Flood Risk)  
Uwch Ymgynghorydd (Datblygu a Pherygl Lifogydd) 
Natural Resources Wales / Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru 
Office Location:  
Plas Gwendraeth, Heol Parc Mawr, Cross Hands Business Park,  
Cross Hands, Llanelli, Carmarthenshire SA14 6RE  

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 SECTION 53: 
DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER TO RECORD ROUTES 83 CALDICOT AND 27 ROGIET AS 

PUBLIC FOOTPATHS IN THE COMMUNITIES OF CALDICOT AND ROGIET NEAR THE SEVERNSIDE RIFLE 

RANGE. 

Development & Flood Risk (South) – Gary Purnell (gary.purnell@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk) 
The proposed route of the path along the crest of the existing coastal flood defences between points F and G 
(extract below) has created an issue for NRW in respect of unpermitted works to our coastal flood defences. 
These works comprise of an oil drum/skip barrier that has been constructed by the Severnside Rifle Range to 
prevent illegal access and subsequent vandalism within their site.  The barrier does have a negative impact on the 
integrity of NRW’s coastal flood defences, primarily within the area of point F and the eastern sentry box. Your 
authority i.e. Shaun Pritchard (previously Ian Blomeley) has been aware of this issue and the concerns of NRW in 
relation to those unpermitted works to the coastal flood defences. 
The owner of the Severnside Rifle Range (Mr Richard Williams) proposes to implement security type fencing with 
the prior approval of NRW via the Flood Risk Activity Permitting (FRAP) process.  This will also enable those 
unpermitted works to be removed from the defences.  However, considering the proposed route of FP83 (between 
F and G) this would not enable the site owner to properly secure the site, as any such fencing would in theory 
need to extend beyond the crest of the defences and down into the estuary along the seaward toe of the scheme. 
Whilst we have no objections to the proposed route, it is essential that the Severnside Rifle Range owner is 
contacted (may have already been included in the consultation) with regards the ongoing issues of trespass and 
vandalism within their site and, whether measures can be put in place to prevent this happening as a result of the 
proposed definitive route along the crest of the coastal defences. 

The route of the unaffected footpath (FP354/6) along the seaward toe of the coastal defences would have no 

material impact with the implementation of such security fencing proposed by the rifle range. 

The increase in numbers of users that may result from a formalised footpath route along the coastal flood 
defences may cause damage. Your authority may be liable for such damage and be responsible to instigate any 
remedial repairs to ensure that the level and the integrity of these defences are not compromised. 

Integrated Engineering – Philip Poole (Philip.Poole@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk) 
From a maintenance perspective we have no significant concerns with this, on the basis that the path/track 

installed does not prevent NRW from using our usual plant/kit i.e. Aebi mower, tractor flail etc.   

We will need assurance from your authority with respect to us not needing to apply for formal notices for footpath 

closures when we do carry out maintenance on the bank.  This can have an adverse impact with the delivery of 

our annual maintenance programme.   

For any proposed fencing, kissing style gates or stiles that may be installed, it is essential that we have suitable 

access (including keys to gates if applicable) through these structures for our plant and machinery. These 

structures are also likely to require a Flood Risk Activity Permit (FRAP) from NRW. 

Please be aware that using the crest of the existing coastal defences does raise public safety concerns with the 

potential for slips, trips and falls from height on either side of the raised defences.  This is also independent of the 

location next to a firing range which has its own specific risks. 
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Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) reply to Natural Resources Wales (NRW)  

Page 1 of 2 - 9th February 2022 
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Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) reply to Natural Resources Wales (NRW)  
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Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) reply to Natural Resources Wales (NRW)  
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From: Williams, Kristian J <KristianWilliams@monmouthshire.gov.uk>  
Sent: 07 December 2021 10:18 
To: Mussell, Mandy <MandyMussell@monmouthshire.gov.uk> 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: 01_'20Mod - Seawall Caldicot Rogiet Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO) 08 
 
I’m aware of the MOD site.  
The H&S issues on the private range are more concerning given its proximity to the path and the allegations made 
by the operators that walkers have disregarded safety measures.  The rear backstop has said path located on top 
of it of course.  I’ve visited Severnside range and met the operators on several occasions now, including a recent 
site visit with Police, NRW, RoW and MCC Councillors to discuss safety, access, and vandalism.   
As Environmental Health Officers enforcing H&S at Work (we’re synonymous with HSE Inspectors of H&S) we’re 
aware of the operators responsibilities which remain whether there is a DMMO or not.  I’ve also witnessed the 
control measures they have in place when the range is live and these are similar to those used on the MOD range. 
So there are no enforcement expectations from my Department at this stage, other than to point out the obvious 
risks associated with the location of the path, but take your point regarding the designation process and it’s terms of 
reference under the Act which doesn’t consider suitability or indeed safety.  
I don’t enforce H&S on the MOD site, being a Crown premises, the HSE takes primacy. 
Kind regards, 
Kris   
Mr Kristian Williams  
Specialist Environmental Health Officer 
Environmental Health - Commercial Team 
 
Good evening Mandy 
Many thanks for the consultation letter and links. 
I’m an EHO with Monmouthshire CC and my Department has an enforcement role in terms of Severnside firing 
range’s duties under health & safety legislation.  I note Mr Williams objections contained in the pre-order 
consultation report.   Any comments I would make are in relation to safety and I note that concerning the status of 
routes under section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, need, nuisance, security or suitability cannot be 
taken into account.   
I take it then, that any comments at this point are not officially required from me in terms of the designation 
process?   
Purely from a safety perspective, I can only reiterate observations I have made to date regarding this matter.  It is 
self-evident that locating a public right of way behind an active firing range poses some obvious challenges to 
safety management and presents a risk of injury or death, should a pedestrian stray onto the range when it is live.  
Severnside firing range mitigates this risk through the use of red flags and sentries when the range is live.  The 
range is managed by Mr Williams (Range Conducting Officer) who is in radio communication with posted sentries. 
 It is alleged by Mr Williams that some walkers have flagrantly disregarded these safety measures, thereby placing 
themselves at risk.  Mr Williams has raised other safety concerns in his objections.  My understanding is that there 
is an alternative route available to walkers to circumvent Severnside firing range – namely the Wales Coastal Path. 
 Irrespective of the designation process, the same reasonably foreseeable risks present themselves given the open 
nature of the coastline in this area, specifically between A and G, and in any case it would be necessary for 
Severnside firing range to implement reasonably practicable control measures, including those described above.  
Whilst my comments above might not be required at this stage, I thought them relevant given Environmental 
Health’s remit in enforcing the provisions of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974.  
Kind regards, 
Kris  
Mr Kristian Williams  
Specialist Environmental Health Officer  
Monmouthshire County Council  
Environmental Health - Commercial Team 
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Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) Environmental Health Officer reply to  

Pre-order consultation – 7th December 2021 


